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SUBJECT: UNESCO REGIONAL GROUP RESOLUTION: TUNISIAN 
POSITION 

REF: TUNIS 1632 

1. IN RESPONSE REFTEL, EMBASSY WILL BE INTERESTED TO 
NOTE VERY AMBIGUOUS TUNISIAN ROLE IN SUBJECT ISSUE AT 
UNESCO 40 NATION-MEMBER EXBD VOTE OCTOBER 8. TUNISIA 
ULTIMATELY JOINED WITH OTHER ARABS ON EXBD (EGYPT, 

SYRIA, SAUDI ARABIA AND, FOR PURPOSES THIS ISSUE, 

MAURITANIA) IN LAST MINUTE BUT UNSUCCESSFUL ARAB MOVE 
TO HAVE CONSIDERATION OF REGIONAL GROUP RESOLUTION POST 
PONED TO EXBD MEETING NEXT SPRING. WHEN POSTPONEMENT WAS 
VOTED DOWN, TUNISIAN AND OTHER ARABS DID NOT PARTICIPATE 
IN VOTE ON RESOLUTION WHICH PASSED BY 23 IN FAVOR (US, 

BLACK AFRICANS, WEO'S AND LA’S) TO 3 AGAINST (BULGARIA, 

GDR, USSR) AND 3 ABSTENTIONS (CUBA, SPAIN, UGANDA) AND 
1 1 NOT PARTICIPATING. 

2. TUNISIA REPRESENTED MOST OF THE TIME BY RAFIK SAID, 
(PREDECESSOR OF PRESENT TUNISIAN PERMREP ADNAN ZMERLI) 

THE DEPUTY BOARD MEMBER FOR MAHMOUD MESSADI IN LATTER’S 
FREQUENT ABSENCES. SAID, AT FIRST THOUGHT BY BLACK 
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FOR MODERATION. HOWEVER, SAID, NOT UNSURPRISINGLY CAVED 
UNDER INTENSIVE PRESSURE OF ALGERIAN PERMREP WHO RE- 
PORTEDLY WAS SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT MOVER IN PERSUADING 
ARABS TO TRY AND BLOCK BOARD'S CONSIDERATION OF RESOLU- 
TION AT THIS SESSION. 

3. ZMERLI COMPLAINED TO DELOFF FROM THE OUTSET OF BOARD 
SESSION (SEPTEMBER 15 - OCTOBER 10) AT HIS LACK OF 
INFLUENCE OVER TUNISIAN POSITIONS TAKEN BY MESSADI AND 
SAID ON ANY ISSUE BEFORE THE BOARD. FYI - UNESCO BOARD 
MEMBERS, ALTHOUGH NOMINATED BY RESPECTIVE COUNTRIES, 
TECHNICALLY SERVE IN PERSONAL RATHER THAN GOVERNMENTAL 
CAPACITY; A NUANCE THAT MANY SMALLER COUNTRIES BOARD 
MEMBERS INSIST GIVES THEM CARTE BLANCHE WITHOUT HAVING 
TO CLEAR WITH THEIR PERMREPS HERE. 

4. SAID, WHILE PERSONALLY FRIENDLY WITH US PERMDEL, 

HAS SHOWN HIMSELF A WEAK REED WHO WILL BEND AT THE 
SLIGHTEST BREEZE OF MILITANT ARAB, ESPECIALLY ALGERIAN, 
OPINION. AT OTHER TIMES, SAID HAS TRIED TO PLAY THE 
NIMBLE OPPORTUNIST, APPARENTLY TO BUILD AN IMAGE AS A 
THIRD WORLD LEADER. HE BELATEDLY BUT UNSUCCESSFULLY 
SOUGHT TO INTRODUCE A RESOLUTION THAT FAVORED INCREASING 
MINIMUM QUOTA OF POSTS FOR LDC'S IN THE UNESCO SECRE- 
TARIAT. AS JOB QUOTAS ARE CURRENTLY BASED ON SIZE OF THE 
MEMBER STATE S CONTRIBUTION, THE UNITED STATES WAS 
VIGOROUSLY OPPOSED AND WE, IN COALITION WITH OTHER BIG 
DONORS, HAD PERSUADED LDC'S NOT TO PRESS ON THIS ISSUE. 

SAID NEARLY SHATTERED THIS FRAGILE CONSENSUS, ALLEGING 
THAT OTHER LDC'S HAD PRESSURED HIM. AT BEST, "OTHER 

LDC'S" MIGHT HAVE MEANT ALGERIA. 

5. COMMENT: THE NEW TUNISIAN PERMREP ZMERLI PROMISES 

TO BRING A WELCOME CHANGE OF CANDOR AND CONSISTENCY TO 
TUNISIAN REPRESENTATION HERE. PERMDEL CERTAINLY CONCURS 
WITH REFTEL RECOMMENDATION OF ZMERLI WHO, WE NOTE, MADE 
A SPECIAL EFFORT TO ESTABLISH CONTACT WITH US PERMDEL 
SOON AFTER HIS ARRIVAL. ZMERLI QUITE CANDIDLY NOTED 
THAT TUNISIAN HAS TO ACCORD SPECIAL IMPORTANCE TO ARAB 
SOIDARITY, BUT THAT HE HOPED TO HAVE CLOSE RELATIONSHIP 
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WITH US PERMDEL AND WOULD DO HIS BEST TO URGE A 
MODERATE AND REASONED APPROACH ON ARAB-ISRAELI ISSUES 
WITH ARABS. WE SUSPECT THAT ZMERLI MAY RUN INTO CON- 
SIDERABLE FLACK FROM MILITANT ARABS LOCALLY, ALGERIA, 

IRAQ AND SUDAN) IF HE CONTINUES TO BE SO OPENLY FAVOR- 
ABLE TO THE US. ON THE OTHER HAND, HE CAN BOLSTER THE 
IMPORTANT EGYPTIAN MODERATING INFLUENCE IN THE UNESCO 
ARAB PERMDEL GROUP. 
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